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Pune: Encouraging WVirat
Kohli not to curb his aggres-
sive nature, VVS Laxman
backed the Indian Test skip-
per terming him as a good
thing to have happened to
Indian cricket.

“I see nothing wrong in
Virat's attitude. He is very
different from (MS) Dhoni.
I belleve If you are show-
ing passion and aggres-
sion on the field, you shouk!
have the game quality to
match that. Virat has the
quality He can give back as
good as he gets. | like peo-
ple who have stomach for a
good fight and Virat is one
of them,” sald Laxman, who
was in the city to inaugurate
the MIT Sports Summit.

“Virat brings in a lot of
vibrancy and the future of
Indian cricket looks bright,”
Laxman added.

The former Indian great
said the Test series win in Sri
Lanka would give the team a
ot of confidence and prepare
them well for the upcoming
serles against South Afri.
ca. He however, condemned
Ishant Sharma and India's
overt show of aggression
during the Sri Lanka series.

“I guess the fast bowlers
have to be aggressive. A lot
has been written about ag-
gression and show of ag-
gression..Ishant  Sharma
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Laxman for aggressive Kohli

VVS Laxman was in the city to inaugurate 5-day long Inter-Engineering Sports Meet at MIT
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Karad, Secretary, MIT Group of Institutions during the Opening Ceremony

at times crossed the line
against Sri Lanka, that is
why he got punished by the
ICC,” Laxman explained.

Laxman spoke at length
about the future of Test
cricket, saying it is the ulti.
mate test a cricketer could
face in his career

“Test cricket is the ulti-
mate examination for any
cricketer. I believe ICC in
collaboration with various
cricket boards should en-
sure that Test cricket’s posi-
tion should not be in trouble.
Skill level plays a big part
in Test cricket. Getting the
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Fon.nder Vishwanath Karad (right) and Mangesh
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basics right, having control
and varilety If you have con-
trol, you can be very success-
ful.” Laxman, known for his
delightful wristy shots, said.
Laxman threw  his
weight behind day-night
Test matches and said it
could benefit the game.

SEge fowmT, wgd werd, gul.

“I had reservations like
anyone else, I'm a traditional-
ist and always felt Test crick-
et should be played during
the day, but as everyone says
the game has evolved, so we
must adapt too,” Laxman,
who has 17 Test centuries to
his name, said.
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MIT Pune’s inter-college
sports meet kicks off
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MAEER's MIT Pune will host its
10th annual inter-college engi-
neering sports competition,
Summit ‘15, during the next
five days till September 14.

Reputed engineering col-
leges from all over the country
will participate in at least 16
sports disciplines — cricket,
football, volleyball, table tennis,
badminton, rowing, kabaddi
and others. Kabaddi will be
making its debut this year.

The summit was inaugu-
rated by cricketerV VS Laxman
at the MIT Pune campus in
Kothrud September 10 in the
presence of several luminaries
from the sports field.

Prof Dr Vishwanath D
Karad, Founder, MIT Group of
Institutions, said, “We at MIT
believe that extra curricularac-
tivities are as important as cur-
ricular activities inthe develop-
mentof the overall personality
of the students.”

He further said, “In the last
three decades, MIT Pune has
produced bothnational and in-
ternational players. For exam-
ple, badminton players Ajay
Gandhi and Nitin Gandhi,
cricket players  Anand
Deshpande and  Sushil
Nadkami, and basketball player

The championship
winner will receive a
grand trophy along
with a cash prize worth
Rs 40,000

Abhishek Bobade among oth-
ers.”

The winners and runner-up
teams will win cash prizes
along withtrophiesand medals
worthRs 7 lakhs. At least 34 in-
dividual trophies will be given
to the winners of the different
sports. The overall champi-
onship winner will receive a
grand trophy along witha cash
prize worth Rs 40,000.

Prof Dr Mrudula Kulkami,
professor of structural engi-
neering, says, “We want well-
rounded students and want to
encourage them to participate
insports as well, and not be fo-
cused only on academics."

An android app titled MIT
Summit ‘15 has also been cre-
atedto facilitate dissemination
of information about the five
day summit.

At the inauguration cere-
mony, achievers from various
sports such as wrestling, chess
and cricket were felicitated in
the presence of cheering
students.

Former Indian cricketer VV S Laxmanatthe inauguration of the Summit “15 at MIT Pune, afive day national
inter-engineeringcollege sports meet. Pavan Khengre
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“The task was not easy. For the
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An adventurous journey

day, the ceremony was supposed to
take place on the ground dut due to
unexpected rains, the entire event
had to be shifted indoors In just two

sers and also captain of the MIT

Onmmtdwolmamumm

appointment

been working on it for a long time.
But there was nothirg that we
could do. Some things are just un-
avoiiable and you have 1o sccept
them. This 15 one of the most Im-

Getting together more than 100 teams and 5,000 participants
for MIT Summit, the national level inter-engineering
meet, was a challenging task for the students of the host college.
Here, some of them share their experiences

sports

tion, says, “Apps specific for events
Is a relatively new concept and so
1t was tough to convince the man.
agement to allow us to develop one.

In such situations, But, my partner
Rutwick Bhawsar and I, kept try.
mxmmuyamwappmwm
swueoess today”




